
Reading Checklist

Does my child:

Desire to read? (This could be asking you to read, or pretending to "read" on
his own.

Engage with the story when read to? For instance, showing emotion or
sympathy for characters, make predictions about what might happen, etc.

Have the ability to retell the story after hearing it, or answer questions
about the story?

Know his uppercase, and lowercase letters by sight? (And know the sound each makes?)

A aB bC c dD E eF fG gH I J K L M

N O P RQ S T U V W X Y Z

h i j k l m

n o p q r s t u v w x y z

Can my child:

Recognize rhyming words?

Know how to count syllables in words?

Be able to recognize and say the letter of the beginning sound of a word? (and then give you
another word example?

Be able to recognize and say the letter of the ending sound of a word? (and then give you
another word example?
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A high-level overview for parents, not a replacement for a
reading specialist's professional assessment)



Does my child know how to read:

Blends? (For example: flop, snap, list, jump)

Digraphs? (For example: ship, path, chip, that, peck)

CVC words? (For example: cat, bet, pig, dog, cup, man, pet, tip, pot, pup)

CVCe words? (For example: bake, pipe, mope, hive)

Bossy R Words? (For example: firm, jerk, surf, turn, pork)

Vowel Digraphs? (For example: coat, main, team, rain)

How is my child's vocabulary? For instance, can my child associate a picture to the correct written word?

To reiterate:
     These is a high-level reading checklist to give you an idea as a parent where your child is, or if they are
struggling, to give you an idea of where they need assistance. 
     Your teacher, or a reading specialist will know by experience what to be looking for if there is a problem
somewhere with your child's reading, so for further investigation and true remediation in the case of a
problem, you'll want to have your child assessed.
 
To find more good reading tests for children by age,, head over to 
https://teachables.scholastic.com/teachables/tools/leveled-learning-collections.html, and use those little mini-
tests to see how your child is doing!
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Does my child know sight words? (See Fry's first 100 sight word lists or Dolch lists.) Here is the list of sight
words learned in the Sight Words Made Simple book.
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